STORM CLOUDS ON THE  HORIZON
observe that British interests suffer, or that they are
not represented with the same energy as usual in
London.
We need not discuss the question of how far the
British government acts ethically as a matter of inner
conviction. For us the point is that willy-nilly it must
act ethically. It is not a free agent. It must do its
best to win over world public opinion, and it must
therefore be in a position to justify its policy morally.
Now there are certainly many cases in which it is
possible to put forward a hypocritical moral justi-
fication by misrepresenting the facts or saddling the
rival with malicious motives, but the longer a govern-
ment is compelled to justify its acts and omissions the
more the nation behind it accustoms itself to taking
the necessity for such moral justification very seriously.
Under such circumstances the matter is never con-
sidered as a burdensome political necessity, but as
a moral postulate necessitated by the idealism and
pride of the nation. This development has already
gone very far in Great Britain, and it is highly doubtful
whether the British people would be prepared to take
up arms for any purely egoistic national interest at
the expense of other peoples. In order to arouse the
combativeness of the British people a sort of crusading
spirit has to be created, and from year to year it
becomes more and more dangerous for a British govern-
ment to whip up such a spirit by hypocritical propa-
ganda, because from year to year the British people
feel more and more strongly that Great Britain's
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